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Management Fund.  
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Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s) 

1. Approves the acceptance of the allocation of £157,602.14, distributed by the 
Department of Health and Social Care from the Contain Outbreak Management 
Fund. 
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1 The Purpose of the Report 

1.1 To support local authorities in their continued public health response to the COVID-19 

pandemic, the Department of Health and Social Care has allocated funding to all upper 

tier and lower tier local authorities for 2021/22.  South Kesteven District Council has been 

allocated £157,602.14.  

1.2 The Control Outbreak Management Fund (COMF) is ring-fenced for public health 

purposes to tackle COVID-19, working to break the chain of transmission and protecting 

the most vulnerable. The funding particularly recognises that the continued compliance 

and enforcement activities undertaken by lower tier authorities are a core component of 

the local response to the pandemic.  

1.3 The grant is to be used to support the work of local authorities in mitigating against and 

managing local outbreaks.   The grant conditions are detailed in the determination at 

Appendix 1. 

2 Available Options Considered 

2.1 An allocation has been made to all local authorities to support ongoing public health 

activities associated with the pandemic.  The council could choose to return the grant. 

3 Preferred Option 

3.1 Acceptance of the funding supports the council to continue to effectively resource 

compliance and enforcement and other associated public health activities necessary to 

continue to effectively respond to the pandemic.  

4 Reasons for the Recommendation (s) 

4.1 The acceptance of the funding will support the council in its continued public health 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

5 Financial Implications  

5.1 The funding is ringfenced for public health purposes and is to be used as detailed in the 

grant determination.  The Council’s Financial Regulations require the Cabinet Member for 

Finance and Resources to approve the receipt of funding from external sources between 

the value of £100k - £250k.  The use and spend proposals of the award must be in 

accordance with the conditions that accompany the award. 

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Assistant Director of Finance and 

s151 Officer 

6 Legal and Governance Implications  

6.1 The council has duties under the Public Health (Control of Diseases) Act 1984 to manage 

communicable diseases that present a risk to the health of the public.   

6.2 Where the government allocates funding to support the work of local authorities, the 

conditions of any funding must be complied with.  

Legal Implications reviewed by: Mandy Braithwaite, Legal Executive 

7 Equality and Safeguarding implications 

7.1 No equality and safeguarding implications have been identified as a result of this report. 



 

 
 

8 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 

Council’s declaration of a climate emergency? 

8.1 The acceptance of the funding has a neutral impact on the council’s declaration.  

9 Appendices 

9.1 Appendix 1 COMF Grant Determination Letter 

Report Timeline:  Date decision due to be made 26 July 2021 

Call-in deadline 3 August 2021 

Date decision effective (subject to call-in)  4 August 2021 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/contain-outbreak-management-fund-2021-to-2022/comf-grant-determination-letter-315518-may-2021

